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AVALON - 1758 - Gun Road by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Built as an 18th
Century town on the Patapsco River. The main industry was an iron furnace owned
by Caleb Dorsey of Elkridge; cannons were manufactured here for the Revolutionary
War. Later purchased by the Ellicotts as the Avalon Nail Works, which produced
the first nails in America. Only one stone house remained after the flood of 1868.

ELLICOTT BROTHERS' HOMES - Late 1700's - Frederick Road, Ellicott City. Two, stone
dwellings built by the Ellicotts are still standing on the Baltimore County side
of the Patapsco. The Ellicotts settled here in 1772. They came to an agreement
with Charles Carroll of Carrollton to convert his wheat into flour in their mills.

HILTON - Early 1800's - Rolling Road. A 5,000-acre land grant to Thomas Taylor
in 1679, known as Taylor's Forest. Original house built by Colonel Edward Dorsey,
also owned by William Glen. In 1917, purchased by George Knapp and rebuilt. Now
about 300 acres, it is the location of the Catonsville Community College.

OELLA - Before 1812 - Off Westchester Avenue - A picturesque mill town on the
steep banks of the Patapsco River, north of Ellicott City. Built by the Union
Manufacturing Company and sold in 1870 to the W. J. Dickey Company. Approximately
500 employees live in 110 mill-owned houses. A complete town with post office,
co-op, and Community Hall. Workers' houses of stone and frame construction, with-
out modern facilities; mill, of stone construction, modernized.

ILCHESTER MILLS - 1837 - On the Patapsco River - Two brothers, George and William
Morris, natives of Scotland, purchased 106 acres of land and set up a cotton print
mill known as "Thistle Factory." They built substantial granite stone mill build-
ings and Welsh type stone mill houses for the workers.

ENGLISH CONSUL MANSION - 1818 - 0ld Annapolis Road. Brick, colonial style manor
house built of materials imported from England on a 300-acre tract purchased by
William Dawson, the first British Consul to Baltimore. The Baltimore Highlands
School and a number of developments are now located on the original tract.
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THOMAS VIADUCT - 1835 - Relay. Reported to be the world's oldest multiple-arched
railroad bridge, built by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to span the Patapsco be-
tween Relay and Elkridge. Designed by Benjamin H. Latrobe, a Baltimore architect,
the bridge is built, on a curve, of huge blocks from the Granite Quarries. Named
for Philip E. Thomas, first president of the Baltimore and Ohio. A National His-
toric Site.

ST. TIMOTHY'S CHURCH (PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL) - 1844 - Ingleside Avenue. Of stone,
Gothic style, designed by Robert Carey Long at a cost of $10,000, one-half contri-
buted by John Glenn, prominent landowner. Private girl's school, established 1872,
continues today, but in another location.

OLD SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH - 1849 - Ingleside Avenue. Founded by early German set-
tlers in the Catonsville area. Sermons and day school conducted in German for many
years.

MT. de. SALES ACADEMY - 1852 - Edmondson Avenue and Academy Lane. A convent and
school for girls, run by the Sisters of the Visitation.

ELLICOTT BROTHERS' HOMES

OLD SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
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JONATHAN ELLICOTT HOUSE (SITE) - 1782 - Two-and-a-half
story granite house built by founding family of Ellicott
Mills. Originally fronted on main road to Frederick, up
the millrace from Ellicott mill of 1772. Severely damaged
by 1972 flood, "Agnes", and remains burned by fire
department and site later leveled.

GEORGE ELLICOTT HOUSE - 1789 - North side of Md. 144 east
of Westchester Avenue. Date of construction proved by
George Ellicott's drawing of early mill layout. Second
story housed his astronomical observatory. Once faced main
road to Frederick, later designated a turnpike. Damaged by
floods of 1972. Proposed in 1977 for stabilization as
historic ruin. Owner: Wilkins-Rogers, Inc. Moved from
south side of the road to north side on April 25, 1987.



HO-74 George Ellicott House
(See BA-602)
and
HO-75 Jonathan Ellicott House, site

(See BA-601)
Holland, Celia M. =
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The War Between the States (1861-65) had not left the town unscathed.
Many local men served in the Union ranks, while others crossed the Potomac to
uphold the cause of the Confederacy. Following the battle of South Mountain
(1862) and later the battle of the Monocacy (1864), the combatting armies im-
pressed hotels and family residences into service as hospitals or other facilities.
Pillaging, as such, was held to 2 minimum, but horses and foodstuffs were fre-
quently confiscated. A minor skirmish is said to have taken place at the bridge
across the Patapsco. Families were divided in their loyalties, but grief at the loss
of a relative or friend drew them together again, regardless of affiliation. Al-
though little physical damage was inflicted on the town of Ellicott’s Mills itself,
the bitter memories associated with the war and its consequences left deep scars
on its citizens.

In 1868 a devastating flood along the Patapsco resulted in the loss of at least
36 lives and $1 million in damages. Mills, residences, bridges, railroad tracks,
and places of industry lying close to the river were either damaged or washed
away, many nevet to be reconstructed.® 1

A new governing structure was introduced in 1914 when three county com-
missioners and other officials were elected to four-year terms. At the same time
the Patapsco was designated the eastern boundary of the town. This form of gov-
ernment continued until 1 July 1935, when the town's charter was revoked by
the legislature and a number of revisions were made in the commission form of
government. Today the county is governed by charter rule, an innovation con- HOUSES
sidered ideal by some, while others still weep for “the good old days.” Neverthe-
less a gradual adjustment has been made.”

In 1974 the Howard County Council zoned Ellicott City a Historic District,
and in 1980, when the district was added to the National Register, the town was
described as a well-preserved mill town whose architecture had retained its in-
tegrity. Over the decades, the town thrived as a residence for workers in the textile
factories (now extinct) along the Patapsco, an important depot on the metropol-
itan branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, a lodging stop along the old
National Pike (which passed through the town on Main Street), and, of course,
as the seat of county government.®

In recent years some thought was given to moving the county seat out of
Ellicott City. Critics characterized the village as “dismal” and “the stepchild of u

the nation.” With the coming of Columbia, the cry grew louder, but the move
was not to be. Today the two towns complement each other even as they work
out their mutual problems. Columbia is the modern planned community, and
Ellicott City, with its original landmarks from the late 18th and early 19th cen-
turies now preserved through the efforts of dedicated preservationists, remains a
truly delightful and successful small Maryland town.

Approaching Ellicott City from the east, one first sees the George Ellicott
House, built on the south side of the road, in Baltimore County, in 1789. The
house, sturdy but plain in design, faces Wilkins-Rogers and Company, which
purchased the property in 1960. Once standing adjacent to this house was the
Jonathan Ellicott House, owned by the brother of George and built in 1782.
Smaller by far, but more beautiful, it was standing in excellent condition until
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1972, when Tropical Storm Agnes ravaged the town. The Jonathan Ellicott House
was damaged beyond hope of restoration; it had to be condemned and razed.
Across the river in Howard County, the first and most notable landmark in
~ the town of Ellicott City proper is the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Depot, the
oldest terminus in the nation. Built in 1830-31, it still retains its original archi-
tectural integrity and has not suffered from “improvements.”? The station is
now a2 museumn proudly displaying memorabilia. The original turntable, once
thought to have been destroyed but actually just below the surface of the ground,
can now be seen after years of burial. A look from the platform commands an
excellent and fascinating view of Main Street.

West of the river, just before the B & O bridge, stands the Old Emporium,
built in 1780-90. Originally the home of an early mill hand, it is today the only
such residence known to have survived the flood of 1868 and is one of the oldest
buildings in town.©

After passing under the railroad bridge, one approaches the former Patapsco
Hotel, the only building in Ellicott City to be torn down and rebuilt stone by
stone after the original hotel was gutted and used as an ice plant in the early
20th century. In its heyday many men of renown stopped at the hotel when visit-
ing the county, the most celebrated being John C. Calhoun, Henry Clay, Andrew
Jackson, Robert E. Lee, Roger Brooke Taney, and members of the Carroll fam-
ily, who frequently rested here while waiting for a carriage to transport them to
DOUGHOREGAN MANOR. Today various shops occupy the ground floor.

Facing New Cut Road is St. Paul’s Catholic Church. Begun in 1836, it stands
on land given to Archbishop Samuel Eccleston of the Diocese of Baltimore by
several members of the Ellicott family “for the nominal fee of five dollars.” The
church made an unusually beautiful addition to the town. On the same ground
Ellicott’s First School in town was built in 1830. It stands east of the church, but
served first as the Patapsco National Bank until 2 new building was erected on
Main Street.2

Lilburn, 2 handsome home atop the hill on College Avenue, was built in
the mid-1850s by Richard H. Hazelhurst, owner and operator of a large iron
foundry in Baltimore. Although quite lovely, it was a house of many sorrows.
After Hazelhurst witnessed the death of his wife, then three of his six children,
his grief was such that he could not bring himself to abandon the home; not-
withstanding his death in 1900, his spirit is still believed to hover over the place.
Several subsequent owners claim to have heard him pacing the floor in the top
room of the tower, while others have not been troubled by the sounds; but the
tradition lingers.!? .

Back on Main Street the Walker-Chandler House, today Ellicott’s Country
Store, was built in the early 1790s. Although intended as a private home, it served
as a haven for travelers when there was no room at the local inns. Legend tells us
that a Mr. Walker fell to his death from the second floor porch, which spans the
front of the building; the circumstances surrounding the incident seem to have
been buried along with the victim.4

The Howard House, a few doors away, was built in 1850 and served as a
luxury hotel when Ellicott’s Mills was at its peak as a summer resort. It is easily
recognized by the elements of grillwork that still remain. !
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Form 101684 | UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR A asemen t OMB Approved
Rev. 12/88 < e ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE | No. 1024-0009

o REVIEW SHEET BA-602

Historic Preservation Certification Application—Significance
erty: GEcRAE EULCOTT WOLSE , FREDERICK B&&E,M_cm_mpfrmect No.:

Historic District: EU\COTTS MILLS  HISTORIC  DASTRICT -
- date initial application received by State _S -15-37 date(s) additional information requested by State
7-29 = B7 date complete information received by State
L date of this transmittal to NPS
Inspection of property by State staff? __ no _ yes date(s):

/ There is adequate documentation enclosed to evaluate the historic character and integrity of this property.
There is insufficient documentation to evaluate the property adequately. The application is missing the following items:

Reasonable efforts have been made to obtain this information. Copies of the information requests are enclosed.

NUMBER |  This property involves:

1 _..__.’{_. Extensive loss of historic fabric — Obscured or covered elevation(s)
Substantial alterations over time — v~ Moved property
Preliminary determination of listing — State recommendation inconsistent with NR
for district documentation
for individual property __ Recommendation different fmm the applicant’s
Significance less than 50 years old request

NumBer | Complete item(s) below as appropriate.
: g™ a9 ¢ Zo™
2 (1) The documentation on file with the National Register cites the period(s) of significance of this historic district as _ —ENTURIES

* (2} The property __'{ contributes __ does not contribute to the historic significance of this registered historic district in:
— ¥ location I/desmn e setting _Ameriajs I/workmanshlp _ﬂelmg v a assoclatlon
‘7
Property is mentioned in the NR or State or local district documentation in Section _=z_, page _l_

(3) For properties less than 50 years old:
the historical merits of the district (the periods and areas of significance) are documented in the National Register form or
district documentation on file as less than 50 years old, justifying the certification of this property's contribution. '
the exceptional historical or architectural significance of this property as described in the National Register form or district
documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing.
there is insufficient justification to consider this property as contributing to the district for its individual exceptional
architectural or historical significance or the significance of the district does not extend to the last 50 years.

(4) For preliminary determinations:
A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic district:

Nomination has already been submitted to State review board, and nomination will be forwarded to the NPS within
months. (Draft nomination is enclosed.)
Nomination was submitted to the NPS on
Nomination will be submitted to the State review board within twelve months.
Nomination process likely will be completed within thirty months.
Other, explain:

B. Evaluation of the property:
Property is individually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation
Property is located within a potential registered district that meets National Register
Criteria for Evaluation: __A __ B ___C__ D
Criteria Considerations: _A _ B __C__D__E__F__ G

(5) The property is located in a registered district, is outside the period(s) or area(s) of significance as documented in the NR form and:
appears to contribute to the expanded significance of the district. Enclosed is the revised nomination documentation.
does not appear to contribute to the period(s) or area(s) of significance of the district.

¥ see CSTATIEE ATl v s T A Y
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION -
PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

e Profect Nt et |5
» stk ¥ v "I: o ":
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{nstructions: Read the instructions carefully betore compieting application. No certification will bs made uniess o M -pl !ugg-
been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in biack ink. If additional spece is needed, use mnm-tion sheets urnmwhbhnk s, ‘

George Ellicott House ;-
" Frederick Road = TTFFC

1. Name of property:

Address of property: ‘
Gity Ellica’tt ity =v-m w "'-“cui.ir'iry 4 .
= . . ' . ” e pﬂzﬂ?"_}’h‘; ?f,‘;
Name of historic district: . Ellicc'tt ' Hills o b Do o v
T . vt Bumr { B B T | N‘f-
O National Register district II certified state or local district " El potentiai Nistoric district” 75 A ¥
BT e B il nimrenadl ol AR pagdurif scs ,r*'#saﬁ Ez:va :-md-
2. Check nsture of request: .- - . ~oa e Fricw =moam peaest qﬂ ""ICT gbv‘?ﬂn—ia:‘ = ape fn-:& fu- f‘g a .rw‘__

Ij certification that the bucldmn contributes to the significance of mw hmdm for the purpose of rehabllitation. -,u.ﬂrf it
[ certification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land ares on which such a structure or building hmmm
the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation m?%..ﬂ ; ST i3
D certification thatﬂ\ebmldmgdoesnotommbuumﬂnmﬁmofﬂuwdm """ R o4t % k
~+ . O preliminary determination for individual listing in the Mational Register. - w3+ 3 =~} 52 T (2. ﬁf‘“ S ia# 1‘5""1 ._\-;“3 ﬁfﬁ*
1 - 'D preliminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district muiwu To-the significance afﬂ'n

" preliminary determination that a building outside the period or ares oflmifw contrlbutum Hnnmnﬁ?uo‘l Ibodhtnct. i
Tzay Loren ')‘. Foald % I8 :

3. Authorized project contact: =

Name Ruth B. Mascari = ‘

-~ Street 17210 Hhitahy Rd‘ S A i ey e .
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\ CERTIFICATION APPLICATION— —

Frederick Rd, PART 1 D
Property Address ’ oEme

Historic Ellicott City, Inc. 23-7254912
Owner Name/Social Security or Taxpeyer 1D Number

HISTORIC PRESERVATION _ - T e
George Ellicott House _ R NPS Offics Use Only BN o s
-3

> Wﬂ?&:‘%ﬂ"‘é‘? George Ellicott on the Frederick anike(thom has since

been moved to the north east of the house) iz & two and one half storey qud.t.: -*;:-_-—_
rectangle (44x22) with a 25x16 footprintx of the former kitchoﬁ‘.ll to the rear.™ ‘
The five bay structure is of even courses with the southesst corner ravaged by -
the flood waters of Eloise, the 1975 hurricane. Fallen blocks: ot original stone -
are still at the site. The first floor central entrance is, r.mnd from the
exterior wall and panelled with the space of a rectangular transom over the door
The door framing is a pair of pilasters supporting the entablature’decorated = ' ..
with swags. The pediment is supported by this entablature ar ,;lu entire fopturo
- approximates the plainer detail of the Dorie order; There are four lights on- B Jm“r'
the first level with non-original and missing sash. The sacond evel is five = .-
bays wide and again, the lights are in disrepair. The gable roof contains two - i
dormers with enclosed chimneys projecting from each gable end, Jmo remains of th_o*‘t
rear kitchen are to the rear mssi were accessed by a lower in‘bu';lor stair to the =<t~
rear of the main house. The plam of the house is the typical-center hall with - pafa
stairs and chambers on #bther side. Woollon,in the Ellicott H'use plan gays"the - ..
relative simplicity and symetry combined with the end _chimnéys. are. cﬁanmrigtir

Dﬂg& &ha Fﬁaral period..."1789 . of Date: District nonrlmtiomMJd-Id.fo of Benj.- Banneke:
Detels) of Alteration(s): 1800 second block to north west : SR

i Hubuiidingboonmnd? Elvu Eno.:f-ru-n?

. e ‘- 'E_P”&fﬂ ""‘H fu‘..a. J. .- 7
2 drawing of 1789.% George Ellicott depicts his home_ bnﬂtm land of the '
== origiml Ellicott's who came from Pennsylvania to ,Ha.ryland to.,i’ound _the nx‘t-onsiu
" mills on the Patapsco. Jonathes Ellicott's home was to the north “west and the -~

I.Stn-n-nul

~ road from Frederick to Baltimore ran infront of George's propu'ty (see drm::g.l).
,~ George lived in this house until his death in 1832, There_ he L | his workm:xy::&....-

of surveying—he surveyed and helped build roads to Baltimore and Frederlck George Ellicott was also
I an astronomer and entrepeneur, including in his activities building with his brothers a mill for rolling
i iron and sheathing copper. He befriended Benjamin Bamneker, America's first black man of science, and
| provided him with the books and instruments that helped Bamneker unlock his own genius. He recommended
Banmeker for the e survey of the Federal Clty and uet w1th hlm both at Banneker s house and hls own.

i ———r i e

Gaorge ontarta'}.ned tho d:tiefs of the Hiud. Nation nnd also th%; Beavar. Grcnr

. Delaware there in 1807, From this house he sent memorials ‘t&:
“=of.the welfare of the American indim. While we do- not know a

in this house, one of his granddanghters cites the fact t.hat

_public house' ..."luch ontertaining was. done thnra i’m_tha

The Ellicott houaa no'lr aits as t.he hst of ths stanef homes of-

ERR

.. along the Patapsco River, illmtrating the simple Federal - 111:9; of the:-time" nnd
< “P“S“tins the Olﬂy. fornativn yslrs of t.ho nining r e
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Form 10-168
A CONTINUATION SHEET

Historic Pressrvation
Certification Application
Property Name
— Fraderdik Rd_
Property Address

Historic Ellicott City, Inc, 23-7254912
Owner Name/Social Security or Taxpeyer D Number

No. 1024-000%
Expires 8/31/86

LA S -
NPS Office Use Dnly (%4 Go 2.

Project Number:

This sheet: B8 continves Part 1 [J continues Pert 2 [J amends Project NPS Project Number:

While the house has received few changes over the years, it now sits

in s different relationship to Frederick road. At some time in the 1940's the
road was moved to the north east of the house, lsaving the house in its flood
plain in the middle of = pnrking lot. Its scale is vastly diminished by its

neighbor, the Wilkins Rodgesrs Co.

wz |

NPSCH?knLhetﬂﬂy

Date _ National Park Service Authorized Signature *
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¢ Sketch of Ellicott’s Lower Mills drawn by George Ellicott in 1782, ten ~ears
after the original settlement
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The Flood at EllicottsMills.

¥

8.30 in the mornlng, whon 1t _graw anddenly dark. A wall

PR

w‘of water cans drwn tna Datapaco taklnf evarything with 1t.
B P R ;

.....

rr, Gdrbrill who was runnlng thﬂ milla had come out from

rBalfimnre 1n # trzin_aa uuual ani had walked down to the'"

' st L -r ; lJ l- WAy & =t

Iill The water had rjaen ao that ona of the men had to

carry him across the houd to tha o]d hoﬁa of my Grand—”f?

ﬁmother Pllzaboth Pllicotr then occupiod by her grand-’h-ﬁ

'i?daughter. He wenh in and told her to EO up the hill at

F'_.l'

Tiionce. She went,.ta"ing T amal] children with her. o

l..

sha aPked him tn 1ook the front donr, the wlndows had not

LR l"".

;yéi bean opnnad. There was a ]&rfb stabl -oppoalte the_ﬁ“
Tbome ?or eighty horaes:_ Thare had never been a dwelling ;
*on'that slde of the road, on account of danger from the  ]
fiwater.J lirs. Ellicott sent for the man who vas to buildfﬁﬁ
the hous;a where the stables had atOQd and told hin noﬁiﬁ

S

to do lt.ﬁ She had snen tha water ruanning 1n the cellar;igé
\;:windOWB when the horaes were driven up the hill;' The work
_?ff}ent on and many houses bullt and twenty_aeﬁen peopla drown-i
i il I have a picturs of it as it ﬁﬁen waa.z_The old mill ol

7ﬁf-called the Patapﬂco wag naarly opposita FFB. Fllicott'a.?@:i

S High Up in the right hand corner was the date 1809. The g

nater came aroujd in front and took away all buildinggfﬁﬁf

!

;.‘4'

excnnt the IROQ. Tha water went bﬂhind Grandmother s

Ly s
s R fih
- <}
ot L

and I Wcra 1n Chicago at the time but drove out ae Boon



‘aB we got back. Ta oonld not get up to the village, had
to walk about one quarter of a mile. The wa*Pr nas only

'fzao hlgh for about half an hour._ The mark it left on tha_f

parlor wall LT jnet abova my ear._ It carriad off great
;"ms. 3 T
atone Bt°ps also a great iron flre back which had on 1t
e SRR B ST R e s .

Flk Ridge Furnacc as you soo

vi_lnnm“mii tans he made me

In the year 1”?1

.It waa ownud by HraL Lniahaar' The howue of Ceorge Ellicott

" ’l'\ ...' Vi e P

& waa built I“OP and is sfill 1n good nreaervatlon.'f}; f1 ﬁ;

Two greaf storms saemed fo meet in the clouda and -QFJ

b .--1\

v

\.-‘. _‘...' .

F;Benjamin Nallowell said trere would he trouble.

‘Dictated Py;- Lucy Tyson Fitzhugh. =7,
‘{fqﬁ. saph. 34, 1018, Fhi

At :- Vestminster, Carroll Co. ¥d.
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| 'rhia drawingAwas m&de in 1782 by my Grand-f'ather, George
: -nlicott' He wae the son of Andrew and Elizabeth Ellicott, and

“, born in 1760. In 1790 he ma.rriad Eliza.beth Brooke (See F

R i

Mt , -2nd Evan's, Book, page 29). ) For full account of the

a._a-dv‘ ! .-.:“'4\.

:uttlement of Ellicott's Mills see Sattlement of Ellicott'a l(illa _

1 well remember the long stable opposite t.ha house of
Jonllhm Ellicot.t. in this picture. It would hold eighty horeeB.-._

,,,1 to ha-ul flour to Baltimore. Ho dwellings were a.llowed on
i ". =k "\G""’Q i teo)

;;;;t side of the road f‘or fear of flooda, when a.ftnr 'n‘la.ny yeara

m ra.ilroa.d did all the carrying and dwellinge were“buiii and
T 4 ;‘_.J "-*-6-« st* 5’{4»’..5@&%
01;1 gtable was torn down. uy Gra.nd-mother aent for the &

c-l-me road they would be drovmad and tha.t. Bhe ha.d aeen 'all the

Lo

LTA L
N R ;—/_::—.-.k ?-'l—:',_':\“;e\‘!':':_:‘_l _‘55,- _fv

3 wgaﬂ led out nnd up tha hill at ‘the ba.ck of her house to save

e i

m.!; end that the water had yun into her cella.r._ Herﬂ;;;;xf;f;g

"r s,,_.: I‘;}-A;—qs

f;rt it would hava gona. Thia house ia now' in '1912,
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